
S tuart Hamilton has spent 
most of his adult life 
nestled comfortably at 

the intersection of College and 
Yonge streets in downtown 
Toronto and is continually im-
pressed with how the neigh-
bourhood has transformed.

“When I moved in we had 
a completely straightforward 
view of the hospitals [along 
University Avenue],” recalls 
Mr. Hamilton, who lives with 
his sister. “Now you can barely 
see them because all of these 
big high-rises have gone up.”

Mr. Hamilton moved to 
Toronto from Regina in 1948 
and first meandered the dis-
trict while working as an ush-
er at the Eaton Auditorium 
atop College Park. When a 
sixth-floor unit became avail-
able in the adjoining apart-
ment building, the young 
man moved in, piano in tow. 
He spent the next 23 years 
working out of a studio in the 
building’s recreation room 
and carved out an impressive 
career as a pianist, vocal coach 
and host of CBC Radio’s Satur-
day Afternoon at the Opera. 

As he recalls, the College 
Park area was a good place to 
live back in the day because, as 
he puts it, there wasn’t much 
action “and they were anxious 
to get anybody, even me with 
a piano and singers.” But time 
changes everything, and he 
couldn’t be happier.

“It’s now quite an experi-
ence to live here,” says the 
84-year-old, who still teaches 
masterclasses at University of 
Toronto’s opera school. “When 
I first moved in, the building 
had ceased being Eaton’s and 
it wasn’t very busy. There were 
some shops but few patronized 
them. Now you can’t move!”

He’s not kidding. The neigh-
bourhood surrounding Col-
lege Park has come into its 
own since the glory days of the 
Eaton Auditorium. It began 
reinventing itself after the 
famed Eaton’s College Street 
store closed its doors in the 
1970s and shoppers ventured 
south to the Eaton Centre. By 
the 1980s, the new College 
Park had offices, boutiques, 
a 10-storey rental apartment 
building, the courthouse and 
a subway concourse — with 
the original Art Deco architec-
ture remaining intact. By the 
early 2000s, another redesign 
wooed such big-name stores as 
Winners and Metro. In 2003, 
the famous music hall got a 
facelift and became The Carlu, 
a swanky event venue. Sobeys 
arrived in 2011, and the follow-
ing year Loblaws grocery store 
opened to great fanfare in the 
nearby Maple Leaf Gardens 
building. 

Today, with Canderel’s 
78-storey Aura condominium — 
Canada’s tallest — newly topped 
off and 600 units occupied, the 

area teems with students, young 
professionals and spunky sen-
iors like Mr. Hamilton seeking 
something special. Even pop 
star Madonna dropped by, lead-
ing a highly publicized workout 
class at Aura’s Hard Candy Fit-
ness (Aura residents get free 
membership). At 42,000 sq. 
ft., it’s the high-end gym’s first 
North American location and 
says a lot for the ’hood’s new-
found cachet.

According to developer 
Riz Dhanji, vice-president 
of sales and marketing, Can-
derel first took notice of the 
area in 2001 when it acquired 
College Park’s parking lot and 
started planning a two-tower, 
1,100-unit project at Bay and 
Gerrard streets. As he recalls, 
the area needed some help. 

“It was very derelict,” he says. 
“There wasn’t much activity. It 
was a little bit rundown. Yonge 
Street wasn’t moving much. We 
wanted to create something 
great. [Property management 
firm] GWL Realty Advisors 
wanted to create exposure to 
its College Park retail and bring 
some big businesses and resi-
dential in there.” 

Before long, it became 
what Mr. Dhanji calls “a mini 
underground city” connecting 
Canderel’s Residences of Col-
lege Park to College Park itself 
and the officer tower at 777 
Bay St. When word got out 
that Canderel has purchased 
another parking lot at Yonge 
and Gerrard and was intend-
ing to build Canada’s tallest 
residential tower, investors 
scrambled and 700 of the 985 
units sold within a month. 
Canderel also added 180,000 
sq. ft. of retail, including Mar-
shall’s and Bed Bath & Beyond 
as well as a trendy wine bar 
and restaurants.

Today, many Aura dwellers 
are well-paid professionals 
working at MaRS Discovery 
District, the downtown hos-
pitals and in the financial dis-
trict. There’s also a growing 
number of students and emp-
ty nesters drawn to the area 
for its upbeat vibe.

Derrick Lai is one of them. 
The architect grew up in 
Markham but yearned to live 
downtown once he finished 
university. He tried out Yonge 
and Eglinton, Fort York and 
Liberty Village before realizing 
he wanted to be in the heart of 
the action — and to never have 
to ride a packed subway again. 
He figured that Aura would 
be a good investment prop-
erty given its proximity to the 
Eaton Centre, the subway, the 
hospitals and campus life. The 
singleton is now happily en-
sconced in a 27th-floor, 700-sq.-
ft. one-bedroom-plus-den (“On 
a clear day I can see all the way 
to Mississauga,” he declares) 
and has no plans to move.
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“When I lived in CityPlace [near 
Fort York] I felt like I lived on an is-
land,” says Mr. Lai, 31. “… Here there 
are more things to do, more people, 
more energy. It’s more lively.”

Naturally, the rejuvenation has 
been good for business. According to 

Mark Garner, executive director and 
chief staff officer of the Downtown 
Yonge Business Improvement Area, 
the “high street retail on Yonge” is 
evolving considerably given Aura’s 
presence and the announcement 
that Saks Fifth Avenue and Nord-
strom will soon set up shop in the 
Eaton Centre. Even the Delta Chel-
sea — Canada’s largest hotel, with 
1,590 guest rooms — rebranded as 

the Eaton Chelsea Toronto last sum-
mer and is undergoing a major reno-
vation to keep pace with the area’s 
revitalization.

“It ripples across the entire buck-
et,” says Mr. Garner. “… Over time, as 
these brands change and the differ-
ent demographic is in the area, you’ll 
start seeing the high street change. 
It’s only a matter of time. We at the 
BIA will be very focused on find-
ing brands that are needed in the 
area and we’ll start working with the 
other building owners and develop-
ers in the area to help that evolu-
tion of brand and that experience on 
Yonge Street.”

Canderel’s next venture is a 
66-storey tower called YC Condos, 
set to soar one block north at Yonge 
and Grenville streets and draw 
hundreds of additional faces to the 
’hood. The luxury building boasts 
five floors of penthouses with suites 
starting at more than $1-million, 
as well as 17,400 sq. ft. of amenity 

space including a $5-million infin-
ity pool on the 66th floor that’s one 
of the highest in the western hemi-
sphere.

The developer has also pledged 
$3-million under the City of Toronto’s 
Section 37 for the redevelopment of 
a three-acre park within the College 
Park boundaries of College, Gerrard, 
Bay and Yonge. Scheduled for com-
pletion in Fall 2015, the aptly named 
College Park will once again have 
benches, a boardwalk, an event pa-
vilion, a skating rink, a water feature 
and some much-needed greenery.

“[College Park] has now become 
a destination to live in,” Mr. Dhanji 
says. “We’re getting some amazing 
rental values and retail values that 
are incredibly high. With all the hos-
pitals and universities, people want 
to live close by. It’s a walking neigh-
bourhood. Canderel is proud that 
we’ve built up this neighbourhood 
from nothing to what it is today.”
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The once-popular College Park block saw 
some rough times, but is re-emerging

coming 
full circle
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YC Condos will have 66 storeys.

We wanted to create something great.… College Park has now  
become a destination to live in. With all the hospitals and universities,  
people want to live close by. It’s a walking neighbourhood.  
— Riz Dhanji, vice-president, Canderel
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NOW IS THE BEST TIME
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Looking for the right Real Estate Agent to sell your home,
look no further, I am READY, WILLING and ABLE to make a f
full time commitment to help you achieve your goals. I am
knowledgeable and have a solid track record on servicing and
satisfying clients. I will embrace the technology to market your
home, without losing the personal touch of elite client service.
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www.juliegofman.com
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251 ST GEORGE STREET
Three-storey above grade commercial building presently used as high end
boutique Retirement Residence known as “Eden Manor”. Located on the
southeast corner of St. George Street and Bernard Avenue just west of Avenue
Rd and north of Bloor Street West directly across from C onsulate General of
the People’s Republic of China. $6,750,000

34 VESTA DRIVE
Brand new home! Offering a lifestyle of elegance and luxurious comfort,
heated hardwood floors thru-out, heated fully finished basement with gym,
rough-in theatre and Nanny’s room. Open concept dream kitchen with high
end appliances, custom cabinetry, Ceasarestone countertop. Stunning master
retreat with double sided fireplace and spa-like ensuite. Close to UCC, BSS,
Forest Hill’s public school and Colliegate. $4,295,00

55 STRATHEARN BOULEVARD
Serene setting on Strathearn Blvd. Inviting residence, approximately
4000 sq. ft. Large principal rooms, 5+ bedrooms. Beautifully situated in the
Prized Forest Hill enclave on an Estate sized lot. $3,688,000

11 RIDGEWOOD ROAD
Builder’s Opportunity Knocks! Spectacular Builder’s Lot On Very Sought After
Ravine In Desirable Forest Hill Neighbourhood 62’X268’ Hidden Gem On
A Prestigious Cul-De-Sac. Minutes To TTC, Village Shops, Private And Public
Schools (Bss, Ucc). Fast Access To Downtown. Perfect Location To Build Your
Dream Home. $2,100,000

19 VESTA DRIVE
A Luxurious European Chic (Transitional) Masterpiece By Danieli Development.
Lorne Rose Architect. Meticulous Craftsmanship And Luxurious Finishes Through-
out. Herringbone Hardwood, Heated Marble In Foyer And Basement. Private Mas-
ter Bedroom Retreat With CustomWood Panelling, Large Dressing Room, Walk-Out
To Jacuzzi Tub W/Heated Stone Flooring. Indiana Limestone Exterior, Cedar Roof,
Home Theatre, Exercise Room And Sauna! $3,995,000

NEW

72 ORIOLE ROAD
An intimate collection of a private residence located in the prest. & estab-
lished Forest Hill neighbourhood on a generous 22.5 x 173 foot deep lot.
This home offers elegant design, luxury and craftsmanship. Upscale gourmet
kit, spa inspired baths to outdoor terraces. Ideal for entertaining; you will be
impressed. $2,275,000

NEW

260 POPLAR PLAINS ROAD
Stunning & Grand 4+1 Bdrm Custom Elegant Home In Highly Desirable &
Prestigious Neighbourhood. The Finest Finishes And Luxurious Details. Exquisite
Quality & Taste. Magnificent Mn Flr W/Spac. Fam. Rm & Glamorous Gourmet
Kit W/Brkfst Area. Excellent Flow. Prof. Equipped Home Theatre, Mstr Retreat
W/F’Place. 1600 Sq.Ft. Bsmt W/Nanny’s Rm & Rec. Rm. Steps To UCC, BSS, Shops,
Forest Hill Village & Churchill Park. Truly A Special Offering. $3,268,000

NEW

90 BEECHWOOD AVENUE
This newer custom built home is located in one of Toronto’s most prestigious
neighbourhoods. This stunning family home boasts 4+1 bdrms. Large princi-
pal rooms w/exquisite architectural detailing and luxurious finishes. Picture
perfect setting on lavishly landscaped lot and within walking distance to all
amenities, including public & private schools, shopping, subway & easy hwy
access. Just move in and enjoy! $2,998,000
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7 YORK VALLEY CRES - $4,995,000

BEST VALUE IN THE VALLEY!

JUST RELEASED

• FOREST HILL
“DEVELOPMENT SITE”

• BACKS ONTO FOREST HILL PARK

• BUILD 2 LUXURY HOMES!

• 37X133’ LOT • $1,379,000

howardlende.com

Call Howard Biderman
B.A., M.B.A. BROKER
Cell (416) 723-3600
hbiderman@trebnet.com
www.howardbiderman.com

541A CRANBROOKE AVENUE

OPEH HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4PM

Lawrence Avenue
Road. Rare 66
Foot Frontage,
4 Bedroom

Family Home.
$1,995,000.00.

127 INGLEWOOD DRIVE
O.H. WKND 2-4PM

*Ellen Schneidman /
*Brian Schneidman

416.483.4337* Salesperson ** Broker

$1,939,000. This magnificent
custom home will cater to everyone’s

wish list. Over 3500 sq.ft. of
sophisticated total living space w/
3 + 1 bdrms & 5 baths. Gracious
master retreat features an excep-
tionally large w/i closet w/soaring
coffered ceilings at 10’ & spa like

master ensuite. Open-concept kitchen
w/ breakfast area & butler’s pantry
is equiped w/ top of the line s/s
appl’s open to family room. Lwr lvl
has 9’ ceilings w/bdrm, rec rm
w/ wet bar & plenty of storage.
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all our new listings.

Let’s Talk Real Estate!
We manage every detail of the buying and selling process,
so you can relax in the knowledge that we’re taking care
of everything. We become your other half - your working half!

Follow us on the web www.SherkinLangerAndCastle.com

Classic And Elegant, 80 By 200 Foot
Stunning Lot With A Detached 2 Car

Garage. Perfect Blend Of Classic
Architecture, Space And Light. 6 +

Bedrooms, 7 Baths With Over 6000 Sq
Feet Plus Over 3000 Sq Foot Lower Level,

Wine Cellar And Billiards Area.

69 OLD FOREST HILL ROAD

Stunning Forest Hill Grandeur In Upscale
Ave & Lawrence. Simply The Best Of The

Best! A Most Perfect Layout & Inspired
Designer Finishes By The Kimberley Sel-
don Group. Soaring 10’ Ceilings, Quarter

Sawn White Cut Oak Floors, Rich Marbles,
Custom Built-Ins And A Magazine Quality
Cameo Kitchen - What An Extraordinary
Experience. Over 4000+ Sq.Ft With Gor-
geous Contemporary Architectural Detail.

177 DUNBLAINE AVENUE
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South Rosedale Perfection!
Architectural Digest Renovation.
20ft Ceiling Great Rm. Opens To
Exceptional Table Land. Steps
ToThe Subway, Yonge & Bloor,

Branksome Hall.

$5,000,000 51’ x 301’ Lot!

This Home Takes Your Breath Away!
Quiet Delightful 5 BedroomHome
Nestled Amongst Magnificent Trees
On A Glorious South Facing Garden.

EnhancedWith A Stunning
Gordon Ridgely Addition.

$3,600,000 100’ x 200’ Lot!

Family Home Located InThe
Heart Of Lawrence Park. Gracious
Principal Rooms, Sun-Filled Family

Room. Stunning Landscaped
Garden. A True 6 Bedroom 6 Bath

Beauty! Perfect To Create
Your Own Memories!

$2,595,000 84” x 120’ Lot!

Highly Sought After 3 Storey South
Rosedale Home!Walk To Subway,
Branksome, Scrivener Shops.
Magnificent Principal Rooms.

Exceptional Table Land Plus Ravine.
4 Car Parking.

$3,700,000 43.3” x 301’ Lot!

One Of Lawrence Park’s Most
Admired Homes On Much Demand
Tree Lined Street! This 3 Storey

Shines With Magnificent Principal
Rooms Filled With Sunshine,
Perfect For Entertaining.

Handsome Men’s Club Library.

$2,695,000 63’ x 135’ Lot

Spectacular 4300 Sqft Gordon
Ridgley Custom-Built 4 Bedroom

Home in Lytton Park!
Incredible Design For Vibrant

Family Living And Extraordinary
Entertaining!

$4,435,000 60’ x 174’ Lot!
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